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Abstract. The role of media particularly print media in representing
and portraying issues has become unquestionable in the globalized world.
This review article explores the utilization of media framing typologies in
contemporary print media. It also provides insights and deeper understanding
on how modern newspapers frame issues, influence and shape public opinion,
and use media framing types in today’s world. In addition to this, the review
article discusses how media framing influences public perception by highlighting
specific elements of a story regarding human trafficking. It particularly focuses
on media framing typologies in contemporary print media Like the Astana
Times, The Guardian, The Ethiopian Herald and Arab News. It finds out that
prognostic frames were employed by the media to a larger extent to show that
inclusive efforts and collaborations are necessary to combat human trafficking.
Moreover, diagnostic frames were used to some extent to define the problems
of human trafficking and to show the causes of occurrences. The newspapers
employed motivational frames to construct the victims of human trafficking.
Besides, attribution of responsibility frames was utilized highly comparing to a
conflict, economic consequence and human-interest frames.

Keywords: Human Trafficking, Media Frames, Print Media, The Astana
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Introduction

Many scholars and researchers indicate that the concept of framing is now more or less
established and has been widely studied in the field of mass communication. It is known that
media report issues in certain ways and framing of these issues could be the result of deliberate
decision by media outlets. The way the media frames issues like human trafficking influences
and shapes the public perception and understanding of the problem. Media can play pivotal
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roles in creating and raising awareness and mobilizing the support of the people to fight human
trafficking. In this regard, the contemporary print media’s portrayal of human trafficking is
essential in shaping the awareness of the people and understanding the problem. By employing
different framing types and techniques, the media can emphasize on certain aspects of human
trafficking.

Methods and Materials of Research

Although literatures on the concept of framing and media framing are available, they still lack
with what framing theory does require. Thus, many scholars try to explore and use it based on
their own understanding. One of the most common and used definition of framing is explored
by (Entman, R. M. (1993). Framing: Toward clarification of a fractured paradigm [1]. He defined
framing as “to select some aspects of reality and make them more salient in a communication
text, in such a way as to promote a particular problem definition, casual interpretation, moral
evaluation, and/or recommendation to solve a problem”. Moreover, (Scheufele, D. A. (2000).
Agenda-Setting, Priming, and Framing Revisited: Another Look at Cognitive Effects of Political
Communication. In Mass Communication and Society [2] noted that framing involves choosing
specific thematically related attributes to highlight in the media when discussing a particular
issue. This emphasis on certain aspects makes them more prominent in the public’s mind,
thereby shaping public opinion on the issues.

Media Frame Types Employed in Today’s Media

1. Media and communication scholars agree that the wide array of storytelling choices
employed by news media can be analyzed by identifying particular distinguishing characteristics.
In addition, media and communication researchers categorize frames based on their intended
purposes and subjects of study. For example, De Vreese (1999), as cited in (Lecheler, S., & de
Vreese, C. H. (2018). News Framing Effects. Routledge), distinguishes frames into two main
types. These are issue-specific frames, which are tailored to particular topics or news events,
and generic frames, which are applicable across a broad spectrum of news topics. Furthermore
[3]. News Framing Effects. Routledge) identifies two primary news frames when addressing
issues: the episodic news frame, which centers on specific individuals or events, and the thematic
news frame, which contextualizes issues and events within broader societal or governmental
contexts.

Studies exploring media framing have applied the aforementioned types of frames. (Iyengar,
S., & Kinder, D. R. (1987). News that matters. Chicago: University of Chicago Press) pointed
out that prevalent generic frames include human interest, powerlessness, economic, moral
values, and conflict frames. Meanwhile, (Neuman, W. R,, Just, M. R,, & Crigler, A. N. (1992).
Common knowledge: News and the construction of political meaning. University of Chicago
Press) in the "Be prepared for bad news: Framing Terrorism in Norwegian News Media," in
their study employed framing theory to analyze articles. This study used generic frames
such as responsibility, conflict, human interest, economic, and morality frames to scrutinize
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articles gathered from Norwegian newspapers. The findings indicated that human interest and
responsibility frames were the most frequently employed. On the other hand, morality frames
were utilized the least.

On their research called “Media Framing of Refugees: Juxtaposing Ukrainian and African
Refugees in the wake of Russia-Ukraine Conflict” used generic frames to analyze on how nine
international television houses framed Ukraine and African refugees [4]. "Be prepared for bad
news": Framing Terrorism in Norwegian News Media (Master's thesis). Thus, the result of
the study shows that human interest and security frames were the dominant frames that had
emerged in the media. On the other hand, news studies have been conducted to examine issue-
specific frames. (Iberi, D., & Saddam, R. S. (2022). Media Framing of Refugees. In Journal of
Central and Eastern European African Studies [4]. Obudai Egyetem) employed six issue-specific
frames to analyze how the sharing economy is conceptualized in the U.S. news media discourse.
The findings of the study reveal that the sharing economy is in its early stages and the ecosystem
is not yet in healthy shape. In addition to this, earlier studies had also employed issue specific
frames in their studies. (Leung, X. Y., Xue, L., & Wen, H. (2019). Framing the sharing economy:
Toward a sustainable ecosystem. Tourism Management, 71) on their study “The militarism of
local television: The routines framing of the Persian Gulf War” employed issue specific frames.

It can be deducted from the above points thatmedia and communication scholars have
primarily identified two types of frames: generic and issue-specific frames. These frames have
been widely employed by researchers and are considered valuable analytical tools. However,
each type has its drawbacks. Issue-specific frames can be challenging to compare and generalize
across different contexts. While generic frames are useful for identifying recurring patterns in
media coverage, they may not always provide comprehensive answers to all research questions.

Identified several types of media frames: conflict, human interest, economic consequences,
morality, and attribution of social responsibility. In their researches, they found out that the
attribution of responsibility frames was the most commonly used, followed by the conflict,
economic consequence, human interest, and morality frames respectively. Current researchers
have utilized these frames to analyze how media cover various issues (Reese, S. D., & Buckalew,
B. (1995). The militarism of local television: The routine framing of the Persian Gulf war. In
Critical Studies in Mass Communication [5].

Explained the conflict frame in journalism as focusing on portraying stories through the lens
of differing interpretations, in line with the media's tendency to view politics as a series of
contests with winners and losers (Iyengar, S., & Kinder, D. R. (1987). News that matters. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press). Their research showed frequent use of this frame by U.S. news
media. Building on this, Reese, S. D., & Buckalew, B. (1995). The militarism of local television:
The routine framing of the Persian Gulf war. In Critical Studies in Mass Communication [6].
Informa UK Limited). (Reese, S. D., & Buckalew, B. (1995). The militarism of local television: The
routine framing of the Persian Gulf war. In Critical Studies in Mass Communication [7]. Informa
UK Limited) expanded the concept, emphasizing its portrayal of tensions among individuals,
groups, institutions, or nations. They found that conflict frame to be the second most prevalent
framing device, particularly prominent in reputable newspapers. (Semetko, H. A., & Valkenburg,
P. M. V. (2000). Framing European politics: A Content Analysis of Press and Television News. In
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Journal of Communication [8]. Oxford University Press (OUP)) noted that conflicts can arise
from discord, diverging opinions, incongruent perspectives, and public confrontations among
stakeholders, as depicted in the media. Studies show that conflict frames are widely employed
across media systems, countries, and news formats. For instance, (Putnam, L. L., & Shoemaker,
M. (2007). Changes in conflict framing in the news coverage of an environmental conflict. ].
Disp. Resol.) found that the conflict frame to dominate coverage of the Israel-Palestine conflict,
focusing on disagreements among police officers, government officials, and community
members regarding the causes and extent of the regional problem.

Media Framing Types in Contemporary Print Media Coverage of Human Trafficking

Contemporary print media’s coverage of human trafficking uses various framing types that
significantly influences and shapes the perception of the public. The types of frames thatare being
employed by the media influences narratives in different ways. [9] emphasized that inaccurate
framing of human trafficking in popular media can lead policymakers and legislators to adopt
less effective anti-trafficking measures, often focusing predominantly on criminal justice system
solutions. (Austin, R., & Farrell, A. (2017). Human Trafficking and the Media in the United States.
In Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Criminology and Criminal Justice. Oxford University Press)
noted that under the umbrella of theoretical framing are three core categories: diagnostic,
motivational, and prognostic frames. Various researchers on media framing of human trafficking
found that these types of frames are employed by media. Diagnostic frames define and identify
the problems. Moreover, prognostic frames propose solutions to the problem based on the
diagnostic frame. Motivational frames encourage collective actions to the problem by instilling
a sense of urgency or moral outrage (Austin, R., & Farrell, A. (2017). Human Trafficking and
the Media in the United States. In Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Criminology and Criminal
Justice. Oxford University Press).

From the above points, it can be inferred that various media mainly use the above-mentioned
frames when covering human trafficking. Diagnostic frames are used to indicate the causes of
human trafficking and explain how certain entities identify and describe the reasons behind its
occurrence. Furthermore, prognostic frames suggest and propose solutions to combat human
trafficking. motivational frames are also employed by media to create an idealized victim, aiming
to evoke emotional and cognitive response from audience to motivate them.

This review article used certain editions to analyze the media frame types that were employed
by contemporary print media such as The Astana Times, The Guardian, The Ethiopian Herald
and Arab News when they portrayed human tariffing issues. The above-mentioned types of
frames would help to analyze how human trafficking was portrayed and how it was addressed
by the media critically. Thus, the above frame types and other frames had been employed in the
human trafficking stories.

In its edition on March 5, 2024, titled "Death, abuse and torture: traffickers hold fleeing
Rohingya to ransom for up to £3,000 a time," employed mainly motivational frames. In this story,
the Rohingya human trafficking victims were framed as ideal victims (Snow, D. A., & Benford, R.
D. (2005). Clarifying the relationship between framing and ideology. Frames of protest: Social
movements and the framing perspective, 205, 209). The newspaper tried to evoke the emotions
of the audience by constructing victims who are suffered from the problem. This is similar with
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(The Guardian. (2024, March 5). Death, abuse, and torture: Traffickers hold fleeing Rohingya to
ransom for up to $3,000 a time. Retrieved from) findings that the media can create a victim in
order to promote sympathy and the public could take a collective action.

In addition to the above frame, it also used (Reese, S. D., & Buckalew, B. (1995). The
militarism of local television: The routine framing of the Persian Gulf war. In Critical Studies in
Mass Communication [10]. Informa UK Limited) conflict frames to show the disagreements and
tensions among traffickers, victims, and law enforcement. Moreover, it also employed economic
frame to show the impact of human trafficking on victims. Furthermore, it employed human
interest frame to grab the emotions of readers by establishing victims who were suffered from
the problem.

The Astana Times, which is a popular media in The Republic of Kazakhstan covered human
trafficking issues in different times. For instance, an article published in the opinion column of
the newspaper on July 30, 2023, titled "Combating Human Trafficking: Global Responsibility,”
employed prognostic frames (Christie, N. (1986). The ideal victim. In E. Fattah (Ed.), From crime
policy to victim policy: Reorienting the justice system. Basingstoke, U.K.: Palgrave Macmillan).
The article mainly focused on solutions to the problems of human trafficking. It dictated that
The Republic of Kazakhstan is committed to combat human trafficking and strengthening
human rights. It also stressed a consistent law enforcement is significant. This is similar with
(The Astana Times. (2023, July). Combating human trafficking: A global responsibility) findings
stating that law enforcement and crime control solutions are the leading solution on combating
human trafficking. Besides this, the article used attribution of responsibility frame to show that
global effort is needed to combat human trafficking and respect human rights.

The Ethiopian Herald, which is an English language and a government owned newspaper in
Ethiopia portrayed human trafficking stories in different columns. This newspaper employed
diagnostic and prognostic frames in its May 7, 2024 featured edition titled “MoWSA raising
awareness against human trafficking” (Gulati, G. J. (2011). News frames and story triggers in
the media’s coverage of human trafficking. Human Rights Review, 12, 363-379)[11]. This article
utilized diagnostic frames to identify human trafficking as a social problem. Moreover, the article
tried to articulate social movements by raising and creating awareness regarding the human
trafficking problems. This article stated some families, religious leaders and others are engaged
in human trafficking due to lack of awareness. Prognostic frames are mainly used in this article
by proposing solutions to the human trafficking problems. The article underscored that raising
awareness campaigns are essential to curb and combat human trafficking. It mainly focused on the
importance of campaigns for victims of human trafficking as a social movement to curb the problem.
Furthermore, it also used Semetko and Valkenburg’s attribution of responsibility frame to indicate
that inclusive awareness raising and campaigns are necessary to combat human trafficking.

Arab News, which is a prominent and widely circulated newspaper in the Middle East and
based in Saudi Arabia, covered a story on human trafficking on July 31,2023, which is titled
“Combating Human Trafficking: A Collective Responsibility” (The Ethiopian Herald. (n.d.)). This
article employed a prognostic frame by defining the problem and suggesting solutions on human
trafficking. It stressed that an international response is required for an international problem.
Similar to studies conducted on human trafficking, this article also indicated that the legal
initiatives that are being taken by the Kingdom to combat human trafficking. And, it gave more
emphasis to a greater international cooperation to curb the problem. Meanwhile, the article
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also utilized a responsibility frame to emphasize that addressing human trafficking requires
collective actions. Responsibility frame was used to express that governments, civil society and
individuals need for collaborative efforts and collective actions to mitigate and combat human
trafficking in order to safeguard the lives of people. Noted that media use responsibility frame
commonly to present an issue for its cause or resolution to either the government, a group or
an individual Reese, S. D., & Buckalew, B. (1995) (The militarism of local television: The routine
framing of the Persian Gulf war. In Critical Studies in Mass Communication [12].

[t can be concluded from the above analysis that contemporary print media outlets like The
Astana Times, The Guardian, The Ethiopian Herald, and Arab News used different types of
frames when covering human trafficking. Diagnostic frames were used by the media to define the
problem and to indicate the causes for human trafficking. In addition, prognostic frames were
utilized to propose solutions for human trafficking mainly the need for law enforcements, crime
control solutions, government and other stakeholders’ interventions. Besides this, motivational
frames were employed by the media to characterize ideal victims of human trafficking. From
the aforementioned articles of contemporary print media, it can be understoodthat prognostic
frames were used to a higher extent. In addition to the above three main frames, the media also
utilized attribution of responsibility frames to a highly extent. Besides this, conflict, economic
and human-interest frames were used to some extent.

Conclusion

The review article investigates framing theory with much concern on the different types
of media frames that are being employed in the contemporary print media. It highlights that
media framing of an issue is important in order to make social problems like human trafficking
more salient. Media framing of human trafficking can shape the opinion and perceptions of the
public on combating the problem. Media framing typologies explains that the focus on specific
aspects of issues like human trafficking by showing their salience and importance. The article
dictates that different media frame types are being employed in print media. Particularly, this
review article emphasized prognostic, diagnostic and motivational media frames were used by
the contemporary print media like The Astana Times, The Guardian, The Ethiopian Herald and
Arab News. From the above-mentioned frames, prognostic frames were used to a larger extent
to propose a solution to human trafficking problems. Furthermore, the article finds out that
attribution of responsibility, conflict, economic consequences, human interest frames were also
employed by the media. Out of these frames, attribution of responsibility frames was highly
used by the media to indicate that government interventions and stakeholders’ collaboration
and efforts are necessary to combat and mitigate human trafficking. Lastly, the article concludes
that media framing types are vital conceptual frameworks in framing social issues like human
trafficking and in framing research in general.
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X.K. Tekape!, A. Huasrynosa?, ILK. Kugy?
194-Papabu amviHdarbl Kazax yammeulk yHugepcumemi, Aamamel, Kazakcmax
2XabIKapaablk aknapammulk mexHo102usaap yHugepcumemi, Aamameol, Kasakcmax
3Mekxkesie yHugepcumemi, Igpuonus

Kasipri 6acnace3aeri agam caygacol GpeiiMUHTiHIH, TUIIOJIOTUSACHIH 3€PTTEy

Anpgarna. XKahaupgany 3amanbiHfla BAK-ThIH, acipece, 6acrna BAK-TbhIH MacesesiepAi yChIHBIMN,
xabapJiayaFbl peJii Aaycbi3 6os1a 6actaabl. bys mMakana 3amaHayu 6acna BAK-ta menua ¢peliMuHr
TUIOJIOTUSIAPbIH NaiijaiaHyAbl KapacTelpazbl. OJ1 COHAAN-aK Ka3ipri 3aMaHFbl ra3eTTep Macesenepai
KaJlall yChIHATbIHbI, KOFaM/IbIK MiKipre KaJjall acep eTeTiHi )KoHe KaJIbINTACThIPAThIHbI )X9HEe 3aMaHay!
asieMzeri Meaua ¢peiliM TypJiepiH Kajal KOJJAaHATbIHbI TypaJsibl TYCiHIK IeH TepeHipek TyciHyre
MYMKiHZiK Gepefii. COHbIMEH KaTap, MaKajaja ajJlaM Cay/achl OKUFAChIHBIH HAKThl 3JI€MEHTTEPIH
KepceTy apKblibl BAK-TbIH KOFaM/IbIK KaObLIlayFa Kasail acep eTeTiHi KapacTbipbliaibl. The Astana
Times, The Guardian, Ethiopian Herald :xaHe Arab News cusiKTbl 3aMaHayu 6acna 6acblibIMAapbIH/aFbl
Meaua GpedMUHT TUIOJIOTHsJIapbIHA epeKllle Ha3ap ayAapbliaabl. Makanaga BAK ajgam caypaceiMeH
KYpecy YIIiH *KaH-)KaKThl KYII-)Kirep MeH bIHTBIMAKTACTBIK KaXKeT eKeHiH KepceTy YIIiH 60/nKaM/ibl
KaZpJiapAbl Kebipek KoJiJaHaTbIHbI KepceTinreH. COHbIMEH KaTap, AUAarHOCTUKAJBIK ppelMaep ajam
cay[acblHbIH Npo6JeMalapblH aHbIKTAy >K9HE OHbIH Maija 60/y cebenTepiH KepceTy YIlUiH 6Gesrini
6ip mapexene maijasaHbIAbl. [a3eTTep aZjlaM cay/lacblHbIH, KypOaHBIHBIH OelHeciH »kacay YIUiH
MOTHUBALUSIBIK KaZpaapApl naigananabl. ByFaH Koca, ayankepluiJikTi aTpubynusiay meHoepJepi
KaKThIFbICTapFa, 9KOHOMUKAJIBIK CajllapFa )KoHe aZjlaM MyA/JeJiepiHe KapaFaHAa kebipek Ko14aHbLI/bl.
Makasajzia apTypJai Meiua dpeiiMaepai naiganaHy ajiaM cayAacbiMeH KYpPeCyre K9He OHbIH, CaJl/lapblH
YKEeHUJIIeTyre KOMeKTeCeTiHI aTal eTiJIreH.

Ty#iH ce3gep: afam cayznacel, BAK matepuangapsl, 6acna BAK, The Astana Times, The Ethiopian
Herald, The Guardian, Arab News.

X.K. Tekape!?, A. Hussrynogra?, LK. Kuday?
IKazaxckuli HQUUOHA/IbHLIU yHUBepcumem uM. aab-Papaébu, Aamamsl, Kazaxcmat
“MescdyHapodHblil yHugepcumem uH@opMayuoHHbIX mexHoao2ull, Aamamel, Kasaxcman
3Mexkenne ynugepcumemi, Igpuonusi

HUcciegoBaHue TUNOJIOTHI (ppeiiMUHTa TOPTOBJIM JIIOABMH B COBpEMEHHbIX neyaTHbix CMHA

AnHoTtauusa. Poab CMHU, ocobeHHO meYaTHBIX, B MPEJACTAaBJ€HHH W OCBEIleHUH MpobJeM
CTa/la HEOCMOPUMOUN B I106aM3UPOBAaHHOM Mupe. B naHHON 00630pHON CcTaThe paccMaTpUBaeTCs
WCII0JIb30BaHUE TUIIOJOTHH MeauadpeldMHHIa B COBpeMeHHbIX medaTHbix CMHW. OHa Takke maer
npejcTaBjeHe U 6GoJiee TJIyOOKOe MOHUMaHWE TOr0, KaK COBpPeMEHHbIe Ta3eThl MPEJCTABJSIOT
npo06JieMbl, BJIUSIOT Ha 0OIleCTBEHHOe MHeHHe W QOPMHPYIOT ero, a TaKXKe HCIOJIb3YIT THIIbI
MeavadpeldMUHTa B COBpeMeHHOM Mupe. Kpome Toro, B 0630pHON CTaTbe pacCMaTpPUBAETCSH, KaK
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MeauadpeMUHT BIMsIET HA 0OLECTBEHHOE BOCIPUSTHE, BbIJE/IsIsT KOHKPETHBIE 3JIEMEHThI UCTOPUHU
o ToprosJie aw0AbMU. Ocoboe BHUMaHUe yjeseTcs TUNOJOTUU MeJHadpeldMUHIa B COBPeMEHHBIX
neyaTHbiXx CMH, Takux kak AstanaTimes, TheGuardian, EthiopianHerald u ArabNews. BoisicHU10CB,
yto CMU B 6GoJsibliell CTeneHUM MCNOJIb30BAJIM NMPOTHOCTUYecCKUe (pelMbl, YTOObI MOKa3aTb, 4TO
JJ1s1 60pbObI C TOProB/ed JIOAbMU HeO6X0AUMBI BCECTOPOHHUE YCUIUSL U COTpyAHU4YecTBO. Kpome
TOro, B OINpeJieJIeHHON CTeleHH HCIO0JIb30BalMCh JUArHOCTUYeCKHe PpelMbl, YTOObI ONpeAeUThb
npo6JsieMbl TOProBJM JIIOJbMH M IOKa3aTh NPUYUHbI ee BO3HUKHOBeHHUS. [a3eThl MCIOJb30BaIU
MOTHUBallMOHHbIEe ppelMbl /s CO3[,aHHSA 0O6pa3a »epTBbl TOProBJ/M J0JbMU. KpoMme Toro, ¢ppeiiMbl
aTpubyLUM OTBETCTBEHHOCTU OBbLIM HUCIOJIb30BaHbl B 60Jibllel cTeneHH, 4eM ppeliMbl KOHDJIUKTA,
9KOHOMHYECKUX [T0C/IeCTBUN U YesloBeYeCKUX UHTepPEeCoB.

Knio4deBble c0Ba: Toprosis awabMu, Meauadpeimel, neyatHole CMHU, The Astana Times, The
Ethiopian Herald, The Guardian, Arab News.
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